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Date:  September 1, 2013 
Title:  The True Believer and the God of Love 
Text:  1 John 4:7-21 [some would suggest going to 5:4a] 
Theme: God’s love in us and through us is a visible entity for all to see.  Love is to mark 

the Christian life. 
 
Introduction: 
“Here again, we find the call to love one another, woven together with that love's foundation 
in God's prior action for us in the Son. Confession of faith and love for one's brothers and 
sisters in the church are again inseparably joined, as they were in the previous Sunday's 
reading. Here again are words about abiding in God and God abiding in us.  So, what's new 
here? With this pericope replaying the themes of chapter 3, the preacher may have difficulty if 
she's preaching a series on these readings from 1 John. However, perhaps that sense of déjà vu 
is a point that one might explore. We never get beyond God's love for us in Christ and how 
that is lived out in love for one another. We are always drawn back to that central, and 
centering, claim. We know God's love, first and foremost, in the Son; and we know God's 
love because we have witnessed it in love for one another. This text may serve as a reminder 
that we never grow beyond our need to hear again the gospel of God's love in Christ.”1  
 
The themes accented in our present paragraph (4:7-21) flow freely like a raging river 
transcending the defined shorelines of our thinking.2  It is as if we are drowning from the 
deluge and struggle to get our breath.  At the center of it sits a God who sends His only 
begotten Son to be the propitiation for our sin and thus the Savior of the world.  Did you hear 
what Pastor John just said?  Jesus is the one and only who satisfies the justice of God and thus 
stays the wrath of God whereby He alone and only is the Savior of the world.  His people are 
those who confess this truth.  They agree with God concerning this record.  O my, how can we 
sit unmoved by such a profound truth?   
 
And Pastor John says it is because of this we are to love one another.  And again, it is not love 
in the abstract, but love in the concrete.  IF GOD SO LOVED US, HOW CAN WE NOT LOVE 
ONE ANOTHER?  Sometimes I disgust myself with my pettiness.  We carry grudges against 
our spouses, our family members, our neighbors, our co-workers, our siblings, even with our 
enemies.  Friends, I hesitate to say such a thing, but when we view the cross, shame on us, 
shame on us.  We should be appalled at our pettiness for it is all petty when you place it 
against/on the cross. 
 
However, I would not have you wallow in such shame, but rather see it for what it is; put it off 
and celebrate the majesty and magnitude of God’s love for us.  Thank the Father that He sent 
His Son to deal with your pettiness. 
 
This entire section deals with love.  We must love one another, but it must transcend the 
individual and must flow inside of the corporate.  We love the church because it is His body.  
If we love the HEAD, we must love the BODY.  The two are inseparably linked.  Loving the 
church cannot be that abstract invisible “church” whose members are unknown and unseen.  
The brethren we are called to love must be those within our own community of faith.  It does 
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not assume I will HATE those outside of our local church, but it does stress the need to love 
our LOCAL CHURCH.  The opposite of love in our text is that of fear.  Because we know not 
God’s love we fear Him and have fear in relationships. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The invitation to love one another (vv. 7, 11, 12, 21).  
 
Why do I use the word “invitation” rather than exhortation or command?  First, I understand 
the grammatical construct of an imperative or command.  Second, I look at commands in the 
NT as descriptive versus prescriptive.  Thus the idea of loving one another is what confessors 
look like.  Loving one another describes a confessor.  If the “command” were prescriptive, then 
it is solving a problem.  The command to love does not solve the problem.  Knowing the 
Father sent His Son to be the Savior of the world solves the problem.   
 
The blow out, push back or collateral damage [if I can use such words] from this catastrophic 
moment is His people loving one another.   
 
Third, if you grew up with siblings, at some point in your family you were told by your 
parents to hug your sibling and tell them you love them.  Friend, this is sterile and 
meaningless.  In time, you will come to understand that you actually do love your sibling, but 
to make it a command rather than an invitation takes it out of desire and makes it a duty.  
Finally, I do not dismiss the need to sometimes go “bare knuckle” with commands and just 
make it happen, but that is not the tone of the New Testament.  “Fake it until you make it” can 
only be short term.  At some point, the tide will/must turn. 
 
Pastor John returns to his theme of loving one another.  For Pastor John loving one another is 
the natural consequence of confessing Jesus as the incarnate Christ.  Although salvation is 
supernatural, the outcome of such is natural.  The idea that a tree can produce apples is 
supernatural/miraculous.  The fact that an apple tree produces apples is natural.  Pastor John 
sees loving one another as the natural consequence of God loving us. 
 

• For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; (1 
John 3:11) 

 

• This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just 
as He commanded us. (1 John 3:23) 

 

• Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. (1 John 4:7) 

 

• Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4:11) 
 

• No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in 
us. (1 John 4:12) 

 

• Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we 
have had from the beginning, that we love one another. (2 John 1:5) 
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The idea of love in verses 7 and 8 cannot be nebulous or abstract.  It cannot be love seen by the 
world but not generated by a love for Christ and His Church.  Is this text saying Muslims do 
not love or Buddhists do not love?  The love spoken of in verses 7 and 8 is a love coming out of 
a love from God and thus for God.  It is His love flowing in us and through us to those around 
us.  It is the love that is a consequence of the cross.  Thus, from this text we can conclude that 
Muslims and Buddhists and all other world religions apart from Christianity do not love.  Yet 
we must understand what love is as defined by Pastor John in this text.  The non-confessors 
have and live in fear. 
 
He who is habitually loving (present active participle) God will love his brother in Christ (v. 
21).  Pastor John’s conclusion is decisive.  If you love God, you will love your brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  If you do not love God, you will not love your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
If you love your brothers and sisters in Christ, it is because you love God and you love God 
because He first loved you. 
 
“Here in 4:12 God’s love is made complete in believers when they love one another.  To put it 
in other words, the circuit of God’s love is completed when we love one another.”3  The 
outcome of God’s love is a love for His Church.  It is the fulfillment of the Great 
Commandment.  His love in us causes His love through us and this completes the circle. 
 
II. The basis for loving one another (vv. 7b, 8, 15, 16) 
 
“The insistence on the confession of Jesus as the Son of God in verses 14-15 leads immediately 
to the claim that we have come to know and believe in God's love (verse 16a). What NRSV 
translates in verse 16 as love "for us" is in fact the same construction translated in verse 9 as 
"among us," and that would be an appropriate translation here as well (see also verse 17a [See 
Judith M. Lieu, I, II, & III John. The New Testament Library (Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox, 2008), 184, 192.]). The meaning is not primarily that we each believe that God loves us 
individually. There are ways in which singing "Jesus loves me, this I know" can become 
heretical in its self-focus. God's love reaches its intended goal only when it creates a 
community of continuing love, when it becomes "God's love among us."  The love that God 
shows toward each is certainly distinguishable from, but in the end not separable from, the 
love lived within the church. Verse 16 claims that we recognize and believe that God's love 
is active and known in the mutual love of the church, a confession that too often is 
contradicted by the shallow or absent love that may in fact characterize the church. 1 John 
would excuse none of that. Failure to love one's brothers or sisters is a sure sign that one 
does not truly know or love God (verses 8, 20).”4 
 
Here John gives the reasons as to why we should love our brothers and sisters in Christ.    
 

A. God’s love has causation 
 
There appears to be multiple ways of saying the same thing.  I am summarizing the sayings by 
the statement, “God’s love has causation.” 
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1. Because love is from God (“love is from God” v. 7b) 
 

Here we have our εκ of source or origin.  This point is often overlooked but absolutely 
indispensable.  If God’s love is not in us and through us, then we cannot love as we ought.  If 
the love we are called upon to exhibit is not generated by the Spirit (Gal. 5), then it cannot be 
produced. 
 

2. Because love is a consequence of new birth (“everyone who loves is born of 
God v. 7c) 

 
The act of loving described is a present active participle.  We are to be habitual lovers.  This is 

only possible if we are born of (εκ) God.  The word “born” is a perfect passive indicative.  It is 
an event that happened in the past with continual abiding results. 
 
“The meaning of the expression ‘born of God’ is best explained by reference to the Fourth 
Gospel.  John 1:12-13 emphasizes that people become children of God, not by natural birth, but 
by being born of God.”5 
 

3. Because love is a consequence of knowing God. (“everyone who loves . . . 
knows God” v. 8a) 

 
By loving or not loving your brother in Christ you are simply showing your heart. 
 

4. Because love is a consequence of God abiding in us and we abiding in Him 
(vv. 12, 13, 15, 16). 

 
I cannot remove from this the working and presence of God the Holy Spirit (v. 13).  We know 
of our relationship with the Father because of the abiding Holy Spirit.  It is the same thought 
brought out in 3:24.  It is interesting to see that we can know (right now [present active 
indicative]) that we abide (right now [present active indicative]) in Him.  We can have this 
confidence because He has given us, in time with a continuing result (perfect indicative), His 
Spirit. 
 
When we profess faith in the finished work of Christ, God the Father baptizes us through the 
Holy Spirit into the very body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).  This baptism grants to us assurance of 
our salvation in Christ.  His love in us began at a distinct point in time.  Verses 15 and 16 
accent this truth. 
 

B. God’s love displays 
 

1. Because God is love (v. 8b) 
 
“When the author says that ‘God is love’, he is not making an ontological statement describing 
what God is in his essence; rather, he is, as the following verses (4:9-10) reveal, speaking about 
the loving nature of God revealed in saving action on behalf of humankind.”6 
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The thrust of Pastor John’s words are “you will live as He lived.”  He is setting us up with 
“just as, so also.”  God does not leave His love undefined.  He speaks of love, then shows us 
what His love looks like. 
 

2. Because the Father sent His Son (vv. 9-11, 14) 
 
This is far and away the lynch pin holding all of this together.  It is the hinge on which the 
entire door swings.  It is the foundation on which the house is built.  This is the truth that pulls 
us out of mandated obedience to the sheer joy of pursing one’s object of affection.   
 
What’s the difference?  I enjoy fishing.  It is something that is good for my personality because 
it encourages me to slow down and do nothing but fish.  Recently I went fishing with someone 
who is a hard core fisherman.  Up early and stay late and keep working the bait until you start 
catching fish.  Not only do I have joy in fishing, but I have learned to joy in the joy of others.  
So I get excited when I am with those who are excited. Now I enjoy fishing, however my 
personality/temperament is such that ideally I desire to catch as many fish as possible in the 
shortest time possible and get on with the next thing as soon as possible.  Now let us say you 
[as a guy] enjoy/love fishing but your wife does not share your enthusiasm for fishing.  Let us 
also assume you are about to spend your Saturday fishing and you invite your wife to join 
you.  She loves you so she joins you fishing.  Both of you are fishing, but chances are only one 
of you really loves fishing.  The other is fishing out of a love for you and a sense of duty.     
 
Pastor John isn’t saying “I know you hate each other, but you have to love one another.”  It 
isn’t you being told by your parents, “Now hug your brother or sister and tell them your sorry 
and you love them.”  That has no sincerity behind it.  What Pastor John is saying is ”God loves 
you and when you bathe yourself in that love, then loving one another is not really the issue.”  
From His love flows love for His body, His family, His church in you and through you.   I have 
the habit of calling my siblings and telling them I love them.  Now we are people who 
communicate this regularly.  But I will call them with the express purpose of telling them I 
love them.  That’s it, nothing more.  If my mother told me to do this, it would take the joy out 
of the action.  Although Pastor John says we are to love one another, he is not saying this like 
your mother does. 
 
It is interesting to see the idea behind “manifested.”  It is an aorist passive indicative.  God the 
Father, in time, revealed the abundance of love for His creation in sending His Son as a living 
sacrifice for the satisfying of His divine wrath directed toward sin and sinners.  It was at 
Calvary that God’s love was most fully displayed (Rom. 5:6, 8, 10). 
 

• 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. . . 8 But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. . . 10 For if, when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life. (Rom. 5:6, 8, 10) 

 
Notice two ways in which God’s love is illustrated. 
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a. The sending of God’s Son (v. 9) 
 
There was divine intent in the sending of His only begotten Son.  It was His purpose to impart 
life to the dying.  And such life was only capable of being imparted through the death of His 
Son. 
 
   1a. Who He sent 
 
“Only Begotten” is used nine times in the New Testament.  Of those nine times John uses it six 
(John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18 and here).  In all of John’s usage they refer to Jesus.  In the other 
passages they do not (Luke 7:12; 8:42; 9:38; Heb. 11:7). 
 
    2b. Why He sent Him 
 
His motive in sending His Son was so that through Him we might have life (1 John 5:11; John 
6:51, 57; 10:10, 28; 11:25; 14:6; Col. 3:3, 4). 
 

• And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. (1 John 1:4) 
 

• Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (1 John 3:1) 

 

• And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. (1 John 3:5) 
 

• He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8) 

 

• In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him.  (1 John 4:9) 

 

• Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so 
are we in this world. {our love: Gr. love with us} (1 John 4:17) 

 

• These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:13) 

 

• And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him 

that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. (1 John 5:20) 

 
The means whereby we have life is through His death. 
 

b. The sacrificing of God’s Son (v. 10) 
 
“There can be little doubt, then, that when the author uses the term hilasmos [propitiation] 
here he is emphasizing that God sent Jesus Christ to be the atoning sacrifice to remove the 
guilt we had incurred because of our sins so that we might have eternal life.  This was the 
great expression of God’s love, and on this basis the author can say, ‘God is love.’”7 
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It is because He is propitiating the Father’s justice whereby staying His wrath He is the Savior 
of His people.  “This is very significant expression of the orthodox belief about Jesus because it 
does not focus upon Jesus having come in the flesh, that is, the reality of his incarnation, that 
we find in other places in the letter, but upon Jesus having been sent to ‘be the Savior of the 
world.’”8 
 
The strength of the sacrifice is seen in the stark contrast of God loving us.  Such a thought is 
almost too much to comprehend.  Why He would choose to love the likes of you and me is 
beyond the ability of finite man to comprehend fully. 
 
We have already noted the idea behind propitiation in 2:2.  God’s justice was satisfied in the 
death of His Son. 
 
Here are two scenarios: 
 

9[Beginning of quote] 
Scenario 1: Imagine we’re on a ship.  But it springs a leak and starts sinking.  While 
we’re fleeing to the life-rafts, you manage to grab a bag before it all goes down.  
Unbeknownst to the rest of us your bag contains a bottle of water and some canned 
meat – tuna and spam and things like that.  So there we are huddled together in the life-
raft bobbing along the open sea.  Eventually spot an island in the distance.  We start 
paddling towards it and as we get closer we see that the island is incredibly bare. There 
doesn’t appear to be a stick of shrubbery, no sign of fresh water, it’s basically a big rock 
in the middle of the ocean.  But it’s our only hope.  So we row towards the island and as 
we get closer your brother turns to you and says “Boy I’m thirsty.”  What do you do? 
 
Scenario 2: Same deal.  Our ship sinks.  We flee to the life-rafts.  Unbeknownst to 
everyone you have a bag containing water and canned meat.  As we bob along in the 
open sea we spot an island in the distance.  As we paddle towards it, we see that it’s 
luscious, luxurious, and full of life.  You can see the trees heavy with choice fruits.  
There’s a gushing waterfall in the distance.  It’s a tropical paradise.  As we row towards 
shore your brother turns to you and says “Boy I’m thirsty.” 
What do you do?  Do you give your brother a drink of water? 
Well in scenario 2 you’d be much more likely to give him your water wouldn’t you?  In 
fact in scenario 2 you might even throw the whole bag open and say, water and spam 
for everyone, let’s celebrate, wouldn’t you?  In scenario 2 you would treat your little bag 
of goods a lot differently wouldn’t you? 
 
Why?  Are you a much nicer person in scenario 2?  Are you suddenly more moral?  
Have you suddenly got a heightened sense of ethical duty?  Is your conscience stronger 
now?  What’s changed between scenario 1 and scenario 2? 
 
Here’s what’s changed – your vision has changed.  You have seen an abundance of life 
and it’s liberated you to be generous.  That’s the only difference between these 
scenarios.  You’re still the same bundle of sins and selfishness you always were, but 
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now you’ve seen; now you’re celebrating; now you’re assured that things are going to 
be ok  
[end of quote]. 

 
Friend, the only way of loving one another is to see Him who gave His life for our sins. 
 

His death enables and secures our debt to love one another (v. 11).  “Ought” οφειλω.  Ought is 
not a suggestion, but a debt.  It literally means, “to owe, be in debt for.”  If God condescended 
to love us, then we most certainly are debtors to love one another. 
 
Perhaps another reason as to why we are to love is found in v.12.  It is  through sacrificial acts 
of love that the Father is best seen through His children.  Thus verse twelve.  Pastor John than 
provides for his audience an illustration of divine love.  This is the standard of measurement 
against which all acts of love are measured.  The process whereby God’s love is appropriated 
to and through the believer is by a confession of belief in the deity of Jesus of Nazareth.   
 
The Greek word “confess” is a common word to most of us.  It is a compound word 
[homologeo] meaning “like or same and word / speech.”  It means “to say the same thing as 
another, to agree with.”  This agreement with God brings the believer into union with the 
Father.   This is true throughout Pastor John’s short epistle (2:23; 4:2, 3, 15).  When by faith I 
enter into a right relationship with God through His Son, I begin a life of complete freedom 
and ultimate liberation. 
 
The outcome of this action is that we might live through Him.  “Life involves ‘knowing’ or 
‘having’ Jesus Christ himself, for life is all tied up in Him.”10  What does this mean?  The death 
of Jesus enables us to have freedom before the Father.  Let us remember the opposite of love is 
not hate, but fear. 
 
VII. The freedom in God’s love (vv. 17, 18) 
 
"The opposite of love is not hate; the opposite of love is fear."11 
 
“His love is perfected in us.”  The Greek word “perfected” is translated throughout the New 
Testament with the words “fulfilled” or “finished.”  John uses it in this epistle four times (2:5; 
4:12,17,18). 
 

• But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him. (1 John 2:5) 

 

• No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us. (1 John 4:12) 

 

• Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so 
are we in this world. (1 John 4:17) 

 

• There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love. (1 John 4:18) 
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In every occurrence it speaks of God’s love being fulfilled or perfected in us.  We are the 
finished product of this love.  When God displayed His love at Calvary the fulfillment and 
culmination of that love is the salvation or perfection of the saint in Christ.  God puts the 
redemptive/propitiatory work of Jesus Christ, a display of perfect life, into our account.  We 
are the recipients of this perfect love and live in perfect love.  When faith is exercised God’s 
love is fulfilled in us through the redemption of our souls.  Because we are now the objects of 
God’s love we can have confidence in the Day of Judgment.  Because we are the objects of His 
love we will never be the objects of His wrath.  If we are in Him and He in us, then how and 
why should we fear?  Notice how John moves it from the future to the present.  Just as He is 
now, so also are we now.   
 
If God’s love is fulfilled in me, then I am to have no fear.  Punishment involves fear and since I 
will not be punished, I am to have no fear.  Listen to what Colin G. Kruse says concerning this 
idea is verse 18. 
 
“The type of fear meant here is fear of punishment.  The word translated ‘punishment’ 
(kolasis) is found in only one other place in the NT, Matthew 25:46: ‘Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life’ – the words with which Jesus concludes 
the parable of the sheep and the goats.  Punishment there is what God metes out to the 
unrighteous on the Day of Judgment.  Punishment here in 1 John is also the punishment to be 
meted out to the unrighteous, and it is fear of this punishment that is driven out by love.  
People cannot love God and fear his punishment at the same time.  When the realization of 
God’s love for us in Christ penetrates our minds and spirits, then we are perfected in love so 
that fear of God’s judgment is removed.”12 
 
Unfortunately, today’s Christian lives in fear of punishment when Pastor John exhorts us to 
live in light of divine love.  God’s love liberates us from the fear of immediate and future 
punishment. 
 
The issue is not to call into question the salvation of those who fear future judgment, but to 
enable those who are the recipients of God’s perfect love to be delivered from fear.  As 
believers who stand in Christ we should not fear. 
 
When you know God loves you unconditionally and to the degree He would send His Son to 
satisfy His sentence against you, you are free to love others and God without fear off any 
rejection or judgment.  This is what Romans 8 looks like in real time. 
 
Verse 17 has always been intriguing to me.  Notice how the word “confidence” is used in         
1 John. 
 

• And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28) 

 

• Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. (1 John 3:21) 
 

• Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the Day of Judgment: because as he is, so 
are we in this world.  (1 John 4:17) 
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• And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us:  (1 John 5:14) 

 
For further study connect the idea of confidence with the Book of Hebrews.  The word is 

παρρησια parrhesia. 
 

In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. (Eph. 3:12) 
 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. (Heb. 4:16) 
 
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, (Heb. 10:19) 

 
Compare Gen. 2:25; 3:10 w/ Joel 2:26, 27.  NO SHAME; NO CONDEMNATION. 
 
In verse 19 John answers the question of how we could first and foremost love Him and then 
how we could love others. 
 
VIII. The singular truth for loving one another (v. 19) 
 
“By stressing this theme in his letter the author sought to achieve two ends: to reassure his 
readers that they really knew God, and to show them that the claims of the secessionists were 
false.”13 
 
We love Him now (present active indicative), because He first loved us then (aorist active 
indicative).  We would never love God apart from His initiative.  Our motive to love His 
Church comes from His love for us first.  The only reason we can love God is because God first 
loves us. 
 
Apart from His action of love we would still fear Him. 
 
“1 John 4 is much loved by a certain strain of humanist: ‘If God is love why have two words 
for the same thing.’ It is at least somewhat easier in a skeptical age to believe in love than to 
believe in God, they say.  But for the epistle, the affirmation is not a simple equation. God is 
love, but love is not God.  ‘Love’ is an abstraction and a quality of God's own self. ‘Love’ is 
personification and God is person. Love is some thing. God does things, sends a Son, atones 
for the sins of the world, and gives commands.  What the author of 1 John is most worried 
about is that Christians will think faith is about abstractions like Truth and Love without 
attending to the crucified one who was and is both loving and true.”14 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Let me encourage you to read 1 John with a view of seeing Jesus. 
2. Let me encourage you to seek understanding as to how and why loving one another are the 

fruit of such a confession. 
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3. Let me encourage you to pray through the church directory as a loving act and to see if the 
Holy Spirit would not be encouraging you to encourage others through whatever means 
available. 

 
                                                           

1 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1288  
2 “The structure of this passage and the progression of thought within it are difficult to explain, even though 

the smaller units which make it up are easy to identify.”  Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 
2000), 156. 

3
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 162. 
4 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1288  
5
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 157. 

6
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 157. 

7
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 158. 

8
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 164. 
9 The following illustration was taken from http://christthetruth.wordpress.com/2011/03/09/beloved-let-

us-love/  
10Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 158. 
11 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=306  
12
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 168, 169. 

13
 Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, PNTC (Eerdmans, 2000), 169, 170. 

14 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=306  


